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A SHORT HISTORY LEADING UP TO AND THE FOUNDING
OF

WALES UNITED METHODIST FREE CHURCH
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL

Written by Hannah Robinson (nee Mallender) (
Daughter of George Mallender (one of the founders)

For nearly thirty years before we had a chapel, a M&odlst Service was held on
Sunday afternoons in the home of Mr. & Mrs. G. Kitchen, farmer of Walgs, This
little Society was joined to the Chesterfield Cireuit and ed by loeal preachers
from that Circuit. They remained with Chésterfield breaklaway from the
Wesleyans; then Wales withdrew from Chesterfield m&j&ned%ﬁh‘%fﬂeld Surrey
Street Circuit,

While in the Chesterfield Circuitone or twqfﬁﬁvheanei_ menibers of Wales wanted
to close the services altogetheras so little\pregress was made. Mr. Kitchen replied
"While the preachers will geme to preach to us, my.door shall never be closed against
them." \

And they carried.en. The dissatisfied members caused division and made the work
harder but the'Taithful few persevered.

This was(the condition of the soeiety“when Mr. Edward Robinson came to live at
Wales(if, 1849. Mr. Robinsor joinied the Methodist Society and became a very
helpful member. He alsg.aftended the services at the Parish Church morning and
@veénihg, as most of the N{Msts did.

Mr. Robinson was a flute player, and when the Curate for Wales knew this, he invited
Mr. Robinson to take his flute to Church to help lead the Praise. It was lead by one
violin and a bass, so the flute was a welcome addition, and Mr. Robinson played in
the Church for several years. Mr. Kitchen and Mr. Robinson soon became close
friends, having much in common in their spiritual life and aspirations. A week-night
class meeting was arranged and the Society appointed Mr. Robinson as their leader, a
position he held to his death at 83. Mr. Robinson also attended a midweek class
meeting over at Harthill very regularly. Whenever he spoke of this meeting he used
to say "l went to get my spiritual strength renewed and never came away
disappointed."
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The little society at Wales prayed believingly that God would prosper their efforts and
that men and women would be converted. After years of patient faith their prayers
were answered.

Step Cottagey home of My, & Mrs. Robinsen taken in 1896

During the 1860's a revival broke out-and the Spirit worked on the hearts of men and
women, dnd especially those consieeted with the praying people. Young men and
womenattended the afternoon( services, conversions took place, and the converts
swelled-the numbers attendifig’ class meetings. For a considerable time there was a
gradumal ingathering. Additional prayer meetings were arranged and these were held
sometimes in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Robinson (who had been married at Surrey
Street Chapel in 1858) and sometimes at my Grandfather's, John Mallender. My
Grandmother, a devoted Saint, had prayed for years for the conversion of her family,
and during this revival had the joy of seeing most of her children converted and
working for a chapel.



The Society decided now to enlarge the services and have a Sunday evening service.
My father offered his house at Waleswood and the afternoon continued at Mr.
Kitchen's.  The membership was now fairly even between Wales and Waleswood,
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Toll Bar, Old Walesweod, home of Mr. & Mrs. G. Mallender

with Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Wilson at Wales Bar. As the Society was now served by
Surrey Street and the predchers had to return to Sheffield by a train from Beighton
station at about 8.30 pm, it was an advantage to hold the evening service at
Waleswood. On dark nights my father used to take his lantern and accompany the
preacher down the lane and see him safe on the main road for the station. Many a
preacher said he would never have found his way down that lane without the light.

The first preacher to serve Wales and Waleswood after the new arrangement was
Mr. William England, a young man of 20, on trial, who delighted his congregation by
preaching two evangelical sermons. The following Sunday the preacher was
Mr. E.J. Hattersley. Both men had a warm place in the hearts of Wales society and
they gave a life time of service to the Surrey Street Circuit.



Two class meetings were arranged, Mr. Kitchen appointed leader for Wales on
Tuesday evenings and Mr. Robinson to conduct a class meeting at Waleswood on
Thursday. There was a good Christian woman named Mrs. Parnell who lived in the
house later occupied by the Froggatt family. She offered her house for the class
meeting, and her offer was accepted.

Mrs. Pamell’scottage (showirig the Froggatefamily in this photograph)

The congfregations increased and during the first winter they began to feel the need of
a chapel) in which to worship God. The minister at Surrey Street was the
Rev, Sunman and he und to write to the Duke of Leeds about a piece of land on
which to build a chapel.“The-Duke's lawyer replied "The Duke would grant a piece of
Tand, but they could only have it for the life time of the present Duke." These terms

-were unacceptable and the Society decided to wait a further period.

The following year a new minister came to Surrey Street, the Rev. Vickridge. When
he saw how the Wales cause was struggling on, he decided to write to the Duke about
land on which to build a chapel. He received the reply that "the Duke would alot them
a piece of land in Wales on a 99-year lease at a rental of 5/- per year." These terms
were thankfully received, and no time lost in making preliminary arrangements.
During the first week in March, 1868 the Duke's agent marked out the land and
handed it over to the appointed trust. No time was lost in getting the work put in hand
and they were soon busy digging out the foundations.



A meeting of all members was called to be held in Mr. Kitchen's house to decide how
to raise the money to help pay for the chapel. Many of the members got their living at
the colliery and were on half time, but they were not daunted and exercised Faith.
They decided to give on Promise to give by a certain time to the best of their ability.
Mr. Kitchen headed the list by promising £10 (a very big sum in those days). Several
promised £5, others £4, £3, £2 and £1, every member making a promise and all very
thankful for the result. I remember my father telling me when he got home that night,
that mother asked him "What kind of meeting have you had?" and he replied "A grand
meeting" and named the total promised (I forget it) "and I've promised £5 6f it
Mother said "I don't know where it will come from for we haven't £5 in the-world to
call our own", to which father replied "I know we haven't, but I've faith to\befieve it
will come." It did come later but had to be worked very hard for in the-harvest field,
for work at the colliery did not improve.

Father took the harvesting on for a farmer, and mother took herthree children to the
harvest field and she made bands and took up while fathér ‘did the mowing, for all
corn in that day had to be cut with a scythe and sicklg;, @nd'they earned the £5 for the
chapel. ‘

While work was going on, on the foundatiofis;ymy father \was impressed by the
thoughts that a Sunday School would be neédéd when the Shapel was built and they
ought to work one up. The thought woul@wnot be dismissed but\pfessed home, so he
told mother about it and wondered if.they-Could gather a few gcholars in their house
on Sunday mornings. Mother rephied "If youawould like-to.do-that, 1 will help by
getting the house ready and I camstrike the tufies'and lead the singing. The following
Sunday night after service he-placed the niatterbeforethe Society and told them what
he and his wife were preparedito do.

The late Mrs. Wragi‘mid me sh€ was present invthat service (a girl of 9) and every
member gave their, blessing tonity and, it was-decided there and then that the first
Sunday Sche6l sefvice should be held the, fellowing Sunday at 11.00 am. No record
was kept of the date when the Sunday,School started but it was during April. That
Sunday niorning my father set out with‘my two older sisters aged 7 and 5 years, on the
mission of gathering scholars, “They called at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Wilson at
Wales.Bar and asked if theif£wo children Joseph and Emily could go with them to
help/sing. The little band=went down to Pigeon Bridge as it was called then,
‘Waleswood Colliery. They sang a hymn and soon a number of folk had come out of
their houses to listen. Then father told them of the chapel that was to be built for the
worship of God; also that they were starting a Sunday School service on Sunday
mornings at 11 o'clock. He gave an invitation for parents, who allowed their children
to play all the Sabbath, to let them spend an hour at Waleswood Sunday School. A
mother called her two children to have their coats on and go with Mr. Mallender,
others did likewise. He went down with four scholars but came back with nine.
When they reached Wales Bar three girls from Wales joined them - Mary Stenton,
Sarah Ann Robinson and Mary Ann Oxley (later Mrs. Wragg). On arrival at the
cottage three children had gathered so that 15 children attended the first Sunday
School service.



The numbers grew and in two months Mrs. Parnell's house was used too. Mr.
Robinson offered his help and he and father decided to divide the school into two
classes - the seniors to meet in Mrs. Parnell's with Mr. Robinson as teacher, and the
juniors to remain at the cottage with father. They were now very comfortably placed.

special services for the children during the summer and hold the services in the

One church member said "Our Sunday School is such a success, we ought to hav
air."  This took on and the plan was consulted. The preacher for Wal@n% s

Waleswood on the last Sunday in June (Wales Feast Sunday) was Rev. E. dge
and it was decided that that should be the day of*Special services - a ki unday
School Anniversary. Mr. Vickridge was loved by all and a fa%n with the
children. Mr. Robinson practised the children in children's h the hymn
book in use at that time. Two children learned recitations - Wi Skinner Price
learned a poem on 'Helping one another' and Mary Mallende on 'The Bible'.
These are given below:

Helping one another \2\\ é
A man very lame was a little to l@e @

To stray far from his humb
Hot, thirsty and hearnly t1
He laid himself do

Whilst thus he ed a
Came by, an @
"Depnved sigh ted to

h ho afrai ‘\

. ence g1 Qhe |

e cripple "perhap:
my road it may be,
It will give me m

é\'o "Great swu ve got which alas I have not,
A In my le tigued every nerve is.
For the use of your back for the eyes which you lack,
My pair shall be at your service."

you'll carry me
ure to show it".

Said the other poor man "What an excellent plan,
Pray get on my shoulder, good brother."

You see all mankind, if they are but inclined,
May constantly help one another.



The Bible

A little girl with a happy look,
Sat closely reading a ponderous book.
All bound with velvet and edged with gold,

Its weight was more than she could hold.

Yet dearly she loved to ponder it o'er, %
And every day she prized it more, . @

For it said - as she looked at her smiling mother - ()\

Little children should love each other.

She thought it was beautiful in the book %
And the lesson home to her heart she took. \
She walked on her way, with a trusting grac O
And with a dove-like look in her meek q{;}
Which said, as plain as words could

The Holy Bible I must obey.

O

»\\Qz

This was to be a great day and w. @ms@@ wherever the

members went.

onous f bird song. During the

( eaned specially for the
wood were to be held, and placed
lprt cher tform for as many children as
hymn book and a chair for the
Minister. As ’nner ver n mlet every householder carried their
chairs, stoo , couches, in fact g that could be used for seating was

arranged to a rnmodate the c{mgr%

That June Sunday morning w.
morning, farmer Hibbotson
purpose) into the croft at
it conveniently to
possible. A small

Ev as occupied for rnoon service and a very enjoyable time, but the

cli e with the eveni ice. When the Minister went to take his place, the

: \g{ full of people%ors came from Beighton, Killamarsh, Harthill, Kiveton
\ k, Anston, Todwick, Aston, Swallownest, as well as nearer places. It was
\k‘esﬁmated there were about 300 people attended that service. Seating was altogether
inadequate, many spreading hankies on the grass and making themselves comfortable.

At 6 o'clock the Minister announced the opening hymn - "All hail the power of Jesus
name" - as Mr. Robinson played the tune over on his flute. The congregation rose and
the Minister lead the singing. Never had anything like that been heard in Waleswood.

One who took part in that service told me many years ago that they who were present
will never forget the experience they had. For as they sang that glorious hymn with
both heart and voice and crowned him Lord of all, the windows of Heaven were
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opened and such a blessing poured out on us. Heaven came down our souls to greet,
and glory crowned the mercy seat. Never had they heard their Minister pray and
preach with such power as on this occasion. Every member went home with praises
in their hearts for all God had done for them, and much encouraged to carry on the
good work.

The love for the Sunday School which was kindled then in the heart of George,
Mallender never died out. The Sunday School Anniversary was always the day<of
days to him, and when life was fast ebbing away, his last sacrifice was made’ by
sending his usual contribution to the Sunday School Anniversary.

Before his death, he also made tribute to his beloved wife and Mrs@nieﬂ for their
untiring efforts of preparing their houses and cleaning up the dirt, that-the little feet
had carried in. He said ‘I never heard one murmuring word from.their lips, but they
did it as their contribution to the Service of the Master.’

During that year Miss Kitchen worked among their ‘_;re"iations and friends, and
at Christmas handed over £20 for building ich she had colle€ted in
irst

subscriptions. Incidentally, Mr. John Wearing, o Church Secretary,/married
Miss Kitchen, daughter of the Treasurer. Many member Surrey Street sent on
contributions to our building fund, for théy, sdid "Walg@e

ed helping, they were
making such great sacrifices to help theniselyes". @

On Monday, July 13th the fouridation ston¢ laying wa$\ 10~ take place. (Sheet
advertising this event on the following page/), Many from Surrey Street wished to
come to Wales on that day, but there wag net a traintg bring them. They asked the
Railway Officials to run g special train from Sheffield to Beighton leaving Sheffield
at 1.30 pm. The railway ‘said "Yes,«0r conditioi you guarantee 120 tickets." The
guarantee was give. “J30 tickets wefe booked on that train and the party walked to
Wales. A local préacher remarked how.much pleasanter it was to walk in the summer
sunshine thafi up to the knees in snow a$ he had done during the previous winter.

The serticé was conducted by Rey. E. Vickridge and the foundation stone laid by

+\ Wardlow. Someone placed behind the stone a bottle containing a few small
coinsand this was built-mto(tlie fabric. Well over 200 people attended the service
and”at the close the Miniter invited the congregation to walk up the village to the

_farm opposite the Parish Church where tea would be served in a barn.

There were three or four sittings down, but everyone served, and the general comment
was "a very good tea". An evening meeting was held on the building site, presided
over by Mr. Samuel Wardlow, who gave £5. The collections and tea that day realized
£22.



UNITED METHODIST FREE CHURCH,
WALES.

THE

FOUNDATION STONE OF A NEW CHAPEL

hmmmmwm;mhma
the above place, on

MONDAY, July 13,1868, at Three o'Clock in the Afternoon,
BY
C. WARDLOW, Esq., or SmzrriELp.

WMG.R.MWBDNME.WME'UIM
Addresses on the oconsion.

A Collection in aid of the Building Fund will be made at the closs.
At the conclusion of the ceremony there will be

A PUBLIC TEA MEETING,
In a large Barn (kindly lent). Tickets, Ohe Shilling each.
A PUBLIC MEETING
Will be held in theEvening, wiieh will be Addressed by several
Ministers and Friends.

A SPECIAL TRAIN hﬁhﬂu;&fg‘byﬁaﬂonuimwﬁnh
will leave the VicTorin BfarioN st and return at 10 p.m.
Tickets, 8d. each, may.ba, had of Mr.J. Moxron, Printes, Union
Street ; Mr. J. F. 8mean; Norfolk Street; and Mr. G. DAVENFPORT,
Charies Street.

P — e

WANTED, YOUNG MEN,

TO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE
FREEN\METHODIST AND

GENERAL BENEFIT SOUIETY,
GUARANTEED.
For Prospectus and farther information apply to
THE AGENT, CHARLES CHANDLER,

HOPE TERRACE, SYDNEY ROAD, CROOKES MOOR BIDE.

T




The barn in Church Street, Wales, where the’Pblic Tea Meeting was held,

The work of Church and Sunday Scheol carried on through autufn ‘and winter and the
chapel went up. During Decemberthe roof onthe chapel was, completed to the joy of
all concerned. The chapel was finished and opened for worship on Palm Sunday 1869.

New Chapel, Wales
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That morning the Sunday School scholars met at Wales Bar and walked in procession,
and the founder lead between 40 and 50 children into the chapel, a great joy to the
Minister. It was very fitting that the Rev. E. Vickridge should preach the opening
services on that glad day. The Bible and hymn book for pulpit use was presented to
the Church by Mrs. Kitchen.

Mr. George Holland of Swallownest joined our Church at its opening. He was a
musician and played a flute, violin or harmonium. He used to bring his flute along
and help lead the singing. He was very helpful in getting up the first Sunday School
Anniversary in that chapel. The singing on that occasion was led by three flutés, two
violins and a bass. Mr. Holland suggested to the members that a harmonium was now
needed and with their consent and co-operation he would undertake t6 get-the money
to buy one. He would give a weekly contribution himself and would be pleased to
collect contributions from any disposed to give. In less than ayear the harmonium
was installed. A very good little instrument and Mr,Holland walked from
Swallownest to Wales twice every Sunday to play it. He ptomised to continue to do
this until someone else joined the Church who was capable, 6f taking his place. Mr.
Holland kept that promise and the man who did take his place after several years\was
Mr. Jabez Emmerson.

* kok kK

Digging the foundations of the Sunday School.
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Extract from The Rotherham & District edition of South Yorkshire News

12th September. 1898

Sunday School and Class rooms were laid on Tuesday. A large number of fri
were present from Sheffield, Eckington, Beighton, Killamarsh and the 1mm

locality. Amongst those present were the Revs. R. Chew of Sheffield, H.T.
of Leeds, L.H. Deering, Vicar of Wales, J.F. Barnard and C. Evans;
Wardlow, W. England, E.J. Hattersley, A. Hart, F. Shaw, J. Field and

In connection with the Methodist Free Church at Wales, memorial stones of a ne m

engaged in prayer. After the singing of the hymn ‘God bles day School’ the

The Sunday School children sang special hymns from a platf e Rev. C. Evans
Rev. Dearing, Vicar, read a portion of scripture. Mr. C aow was asked to lay

the first stone, and in doing so he expressed his h es for the succcs of the
building, and hoped it would prove of great value ung people in the 1

Mr. Aaron Hart laid the next stone on behal the Pri Metﬁ unday
School, Kiveton Park. The next stone rintendent
of the Sunday School, on behalf of the % ing of 22 small
stones and eight bricks by the chil the s@ ing in a row, and
touching the stones repeated the Revs man and R. Chew

briefly addressed the assembly e meetln benedlctmn pronounced
by the Rev. J.F. Barnard.

The following sums re e st rs - Mr. C. Wardlow £50, Mr.
A. Hart £5, the tea \&-pe w the children’s stones £23.2s.0d.
A public tea foll% to whic

At the evening'mneeting the Revs. R. . H.T. Chapman, J.F. Barnard and C. Evans
took . E.J. Hattersley presided” Mr. G. Emmerson said the funds in hand, and
promi efore the day, am to £420. The result of the day’s proceedings

to the noble sg .13s.3d, a total sum of £585.13s.3d.
de

e school rooms have signed by Mr. W.H. Dinsley, Architect, Chorley. Mr.
*‘ Boaler, contractor of Swallownest, is the builder. There is one large room and
three class rooms of various sizes, with the kitchen. The contract for the building

being £706. The total cost will be upwards of £800.
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The following is an extract from the Surrey Street Circuit Reporter of March, 1868.
Wales and Waleswood

Seldom do we have a more striking illustration of an untiring perseverance than
occurs at this village. For more than thirty years the Surrey Street preachers have
proclaimed the truth in the house of Mr. George Kitchen; and times have been when
the timid faint-hearted ones would have given it up, the prospects have been sodark
that it has been with difficulty the two or three could be gathered; but withal our
friend said "While the preachers will come, I shall never close my door agaunst them."
More than twelve months ago a strenuous effort was made to obtaifi land for a new
Chapel: a petition was got up, signed, and sent by the Rev. W.R. Sunman to the Duke
of Leeds. This effort was nobly seconded by a clergyman in ameghbounng village,
and appeared successful, as a gift of land was promised by his\grace. The lawyers,
however, discovered that the land could only be given for‘thelifetime of the present
owner, and suggested a lease of twenty-one years. ‘If-the correspondence«a hitch
occurred, and the whole matter was dropped. '

In the autumn of last year the affair was placed- imthe hands. of the Rev<E\Vickridge,
and the issue is that the draft of a lease 0f\300 square yads‘aofﬁand has been obtained
for 99 years, at five shillings per year, It’was soon. séerithat considérable alterations
were necessary in the covenants of.the ‘€ase; fand jin our dilemma we applied to
Mr. Robert Fanshaw, at the officé~of an eminent Soliciter ‘at ‘Eckington, who most
generously engaged to do the needful free/of tost to s/ save any money it might
require him to pay out. Mest-gratefully\we left jthe matter with him; and on
Wednesday, February 19¢hy,in the midst of wind and xain, we met the lessees, eleven
in number (ten being present)y at_the housenof Mr. Kitchen, Wales.  After
Mr. Fanshaw had read the lease/Tthywas signed byall present, and we then repaired to
the residence of/@Mr. Fairburh, Some three,miles off, to obtain his signature, which
completed the) business. The lessegs“are greatly indebted to Mr. Alderson, of
Eckington, and Mr. Fanshaw, for theif'professional services.

The, dgent of the Duke of Legds, will stake out the ground and give us particulars the
first Week in March; so the'way is now open. The few members we have there have
d6né and are doing nobly~they have guaranteed to give or get £100; and to meet
their necessity the Rev. E. Vickridge has promised to procure subscriptions in the
Circuit. We wish to build this Chapel on sound financial principles, so that the
liabilities may not become an incubus on a few struggling but honest Christian men;
and if all will help, we may get a Connexional Chapel there, an ornament to the
village and a credit to the Denomination, as well as a help to the Circuit; for a bright
future is before our Church there. Let us then apply the resolutions adopted at a
Negro meeting: " First - We will all do something. Second - We will all give
according to our ability. Third - We will all give cheerfully." These honestly carried
out, success will crown our effort. In the name of God will we set up our banners.
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This letter appeared in the April, 1868 edition of the Surrey Street Circuit Reporter.

WALES NEW CHAPEL
To the Editor of the "Reporter”

favourable prospects of our projected new Chapel at Wales. Allow me to throw

Sir, In common with many others I was glad to notice in your last number th:
suggestion - one which I feel sure, if acted upon, would prove a grca@
be

success. Let us organize a joint bazaar for Carbrook and Wales, the proc

equally divided; and supposing we obtained thereby no more than dred
pounds, of which we have every reasonable prospect, such a sum wo@mnd very
seasonable. A bazaar on a large scale is shortly to be held at ovefr Chapel, for
which the friends there are hard at work, being conjointly fo new Chapels at

T.C.W. \2\\6 G
Sheffield, 21st March, 1868. ) Q}

o G2 \
@ DO
The Surrey Street Circuit Reporte@&r, 1868. 60

& AN APREAY QO
The subscribers and thq&%lo m&? sup i owards the erection of our
i

beautiful Chapel at Wale that tractor has been paid the first
instalment of mon . The will e in a month. Will our Sheffield
and Circuit frie whatnt& tend to give? Surely all can give something. Will
our readers e anxiety of our Ci

inister by a prompt promise of help in
time of rg &O

\O Q)Q PR

R urrey Street Circ rter of December, 1868.

P WALES

We are constantly asked how this project is getting on. The building is now covered
in, and the contractor has received his second instalment of cash. Its appearance has
met with the approval of all, the esteemed clergyman of Wales being among its most
ardent admirers. We said that it would be an ornament and a credit. It bids fair to be
that, and we trust more than that - the birth-place for souls. The Wales people are
doing their best in giving and collecting. One of the men promised and paid £1 10s;
and he has just paid over to our treasurer £3 10s more, to make his gift £5. Miss
Kitchen has collected £8 from her friends at a distance, and has given £2 to make up
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the amount £10. We are proud to record such efforts, but are sorry to add that only
thirty names stand upon our list from the whole circuit, and the amount realized falls
far below the sum we started to collect. We have paid in £50 of circuit subscriptions,
and we want just £50 more. Who will help a people who are thus nobly helping
themselves?

* ok ok %k %

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Robinson Mr. & Mrs. George Mallender
after their marriage in 1860

The following pages contain more photographs and information
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A copy of the original notes from which this history was compiled.
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Wales Meth “hurch

Sunday S rr.w
nday S& a _/\

Standing: Messrs ¥. Enmerson, H.\Dhweom, R./Fiost,  G. E. Hobidson, J. Lee,
W. H. Underwoed, | W."Mangham, B+ Dunn, . Cmeasy.

Seated: Miss. M. A. Edwanfls,\ Messrs W.| Heath, H. SWawcroft, J. Butler,

J. Bettexzidge (au_pcu.nhnunt). A Wood, Ga Hawkins, Mies. M. E. Platts.

Men’s Bible Class early 1900’s
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United MetBodist TBHurch, MWatles.

CORONATION YEAR, 1911.
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' 4 the site and ,ci-r additional land l,ammf aaF f“\@
“ Coromation Year" Gifl.  Thi bideral act, has called |

wie a(yyrﬂéu ﬁ%@#ﬁ‘? 3 m, meled means,
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\gTHODIST
\l\i ?DST %/Po.
%

CORONATION YEAR 1911

@o the Glory of ma
IN H:::nr or
- THE TOUNDERS AND SUSTAINERS
4 OF THIS CHURGH. ¢

Memorial stone near main Church entrance.

Wm Mangham

Mary Ann Wragg Geo. Ed. Robinson Mary E. Hodgson
(nee Oxley) (nee Mallender)

The four surviving scholars who were at the opening of the Chapel in 1869,
on the 70th Chapel Anniversay in 1939,
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WALES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY, 1918. C)

To our Friends and Supporters.

The Anniversary of this year, which will be held,

will mark the 50th year of the opening of the first building, i

| opening out of the collieries in the parish brought a "
Church was enlarged at an expenditure of a fu
altered and renovated, and a new Sunday Sc
£1,515, lmuwﬁnmdmh

i expenditure of £1,000, making a tot
and other musical imtnmenu.

and from a financial s \ wl.ote&&

responsibility recognised and ldered re to exténd

has been rewarded. Q 1
We are entifled, with l‘elolmhbackunaput

full of i charged wa result jubilee year finds us with some !

reduced of last year's income we have paid

ith £ Church. The difficulties when the war =~_J
is o greater than at the After much deliberation the .Leaders ”~
retolved 1o raise £100 Q. offering for the gracious eading and
L @d&dmﬂuﬂdl period of fifty years. !
\ Youwillhemﬂ co-opegate in this proposal. The leaders have every 4
be approved, supported, and crowned with success.

- Signed : E. SOAR, Treasurer. _
G. EMMERSON, Secretary. i,

« W. CREASEY, Steward.
February, 1918.
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The following notes were believed to have been compiled
for the 100th Anniversary of the Church in 1969

Stone laying 13th July 1868, recorded in Surrey Street Monthly. Opening on
14th March 1869 at 11.00 am. Dedicatory Prayer Meeting and Bible Reading by
Rev.Vickridge. Services in the afternoon and evening conducted by Rev. Vlckndg
singers from Rotherham serving well. Monday 15th March public tea and Meeti
the Chapel, various local Preachers and Ministers speaking. Music by the
Choir. Two omnibuses from Surrey Street brought generous friends. Int
note all Pew sittings were let to various families at 5/- per quarter payable.i

Subscriptions and promised gifts of money received from members ds up to
the opening amounted to £292.12.0d. Collections at Chapel g £11.14.0d
ev. Stainton

Sunday. Monday — Tea £13.6.6d, Collection £7.6.0d. Lec %
£2.2.8d.

Mr. G. Holland walked every Sunday to help with the si and was responsible for
purchasing a Harmonium for £14.14.0d. He cam

wallownest and our
organist until Mr. Jabez Emmerson came to resi e district. Wales ery
fortunate to have men of talent and ability who %le yal unstinted & to the

cause.
In 1879 £230 was borrowed to e \r alt Q% An organ fund
realised £91.0.9d. Alterations for}@ng the in 18 £8.13.7d and the
organ was purchased for £116.0.0dIn the l%acco organ blower was paid
15/- and the tuning £1 per year

Bazaars were very pop 01889 'ptioq@ Bazaar proceedings realised

£126.6.6d. 1893 B

In 1894 the Sun hool alteratlons in the Chapel, the School
expendi 832 4. ld and pel £683.11.2d, making a total of
£1,515.15.3d. The income from al s amounted to £996.0.8d so the deficit on
all ex was £519.14.7d. nued efforts were made to reduce the debt. A

Bazaar was hcld cernber 26th and 27th 1898. An interesting

e relating the de % fully preserved. This Bazaar made £114.

\;he leaders were mindful of the spiritual life of the Church and held a very successful
*— mission in 1901. Our older members remember this Mission very well.

The village was expanding, congregations growing and the need for further extension
was being felt. Efforts were being made to pay off the debts and in 1910 the Duke of
Leeds was approached with a view to purchasing more land for extension.

On April 2nd and 3rd 1911, Coronation Year, special Thanksgiving Services were
held celebrating the joy and thankfulness for the many blessings God had bestowed
on the Church and for the faithful witness of all who had laboured and now at rest.
Added to this joy and in celebration of Coronation Year the Duke of Leeds decided to
convey the additional land required as a FREE GIFT to the Trustees. This generous
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gift enabled the Trustees to make plans for further alterations at an approximate cost
of from £800 - £1,000. These alterations and additions were completed and re-
opening services were held on Thursday, February 22nd, 1912, and two following
Sundays. Our organist, Mr. William Mallender, composed a Commemoration Hymn
which was sung at the re-opening services.

7,
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M nited  J((ethodist 'ﬁbu.rcb, W

RE-OPENING SERVICES,
Thursday, Feb. 22nd, 1912, and two follow

COMMEMORATION H

PSALN 147, v. 1. Praise ye the
v. 2. The Lord doth

Tung —Pater Omni
Father of all | wh

In earth and heaven,
Angelic choi , nor '
-~ * Their chas ic es:

Our sim n,in hu rase,
With gra t and we
This Qta

ine,
sa pSS
&) r eff 8. 8UCCess.
@'Some who béhold &.as Thou art
i Q Here played the an hero's part ;
| Here many m ps—sacred, sweet—
Arise arou: : -seat.
For blessing he former days

ote uplifts our lays.

On 10'bear the yoke to-day
S grace we humbly pray ;
every act of service tend

Thee to proclaim : the sinner's Friend,
Give us, O Father, from above,
Gracious enrichments of Thy love :
A larger service, yet to be
Less love of ulf.’r:ote love to Thee :

A nobler living for the truth

By man and woman, maid and youth ! *
Thfnbenedietiom we implore :
Thine be the glory evermore. Amen.

WALES, FEN., 1QT2. WM,

ol
y

My =
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Memorial to G. Mallender

Windows at the front

One of the rear windows

Memorial to J. Mallender
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